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18th May 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Re: update on possible re-opening of RPS 

 

Thank you for your patience while we waited for further information on re-opening schools – the government has now 

published more guidance which is summarized below.  

 

To recap, if the government thinks it is safe, schools may begin to re-open from 1st June to nursery, reception, year 1 

and year 6 pupils.  

 

Over the next week, we’ll be further adapting our risk assessments to make sure we can safely welcome these year 

groups back on a rota basis, subject to the government satisfying the 5 tests they laid out earlier this month. Precautions 

we’ll be taking include, but are not limited to:  

  

• Limiting class sizes (which means your child may not be with their teacher) 

• Staggering break times, and pick-up and drop-off times  

• Staggering start and end times to the school day 

• Changing the approach to how we teach, especially for our younger children, as we will have very limited 

access to our usual resources and our ability to work closely with the children as we usually do will not be 

possible to ensure everyone is kept safe 

• Keeping pupils and staff with coronavirus symptoms at home / Increased cleaning  

The acknowledgement that young children cannot socially distance is realistic and is what we have seen over the last 8 

weeks while we have been providing childcare for children of key workers and vulnerable children. It does mean however, 

that you will have to risk assess for yourself whether you feel the measures school can take make it safe enough for your 

child to return. We can make no promises but will follow the guidance to the best of our ability to ensure your child is as 

safe as we can make them.  
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If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they should not come back 

to school and should continue home learning. If your child is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely 

vulnerable), you should follow medical advice to decide if they should come back to school. Please refer to government 

guidance for further details of these groups. 

 

I want to reassure you again that we will not be pressuring parents to send their children to school – you know what’s 

best for your child’s health and wellbeing. Attendance is voluntary and entirely at the parent’s discretion. We will 

provide you with more details on the arrangements for reopening over the coming days, so you can make the 

appropriate decision.   

 

Please be reminded that in the meantime, the school is still open only for vulnerable pupils and the children of critical 

workers. Until we’re told it’s safe to do so, we’re unable to provide places for other children. We will keep you updated 

once we know more about when the school will be able to reopen for other year groups. For pupils at home, we’ll 

continue to support you and your child with home learning, and meal support for those eligible.  

 

Our Google Classroom platform will be launched this Friday which will further enable teachers to set daily lessons and 

activities to support learning at home. This platform will also allow your child to return work to their teacher for 

feedback and possible next steps. We will send out further details later in the week. Please keep checking our Facebook 

page and website.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact us on admin@rochford.essex.sch.uk and I will endeavor to respond to your 

queries in a timely manner. 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Mr. S. Owen 

Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#shielded-and-clinically-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#shielded-and-clinically-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
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