
Welcome to Year Six 

Welcome to Blue Class and the final year of primary school. I hope everyone 

had a relaxing and enjoyable break and you are now looking forward to 

starting in year 6. This letter will give you lots of information about the Autumn 

Term in Blue Class.     

Blue Class Staff:         Mrs Chapman - Class teacher           

                                    Mrs Robinson - Class TA 

                                    Miss Reely - Class LSA 

English 
For the first half of the Autumn term, we will take inspiration  for writing from 

the book ‘Song of the Dolphin Boy’ by Elizabeth Laird. This is a moving       

adventure about a young boy named Finn, who always feels like an        

outsider until he begins to swim with dolphins. The story follows his efforts to 

save his new friends from the dangers of plastic pollution and along the 

way Finn discovers secrets from his past. We will use the text as a starting 

point for writing poetry, newspaper reports, persuasive letters and fact 

sheets and linking it with other work on the environment, one of our key   

curriculum   drivers. 

Later on in the term, we will be studying the beautifully illustrated novel ‘The 

Invention of Hugo Cabret’ by Brian Selznick. This spellbinding mystery tale      

follows twelve-year-old Hugo  who lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, 

where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world    

suddenly interlocks with an eccentric girl and her grandfather, Hugo's            

undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. The book will 

provide ideas and inspiration for writing explanation texts, reports and           

biographies. Throughout all our writing, we will consolidate and extend     

grammar and punctuation skills, develop self assessment and editing and continue to           

    use ambitious vocabulary. 

Maths 
Across the Autumn Term, we will be focusing on using the four operations (times, divide, 

add & subtract) to solve problems with numbers up to seven digits and beyond. We will 

also be using place value knowledge to compare, order and round large numbers.   

Later in the term, our focus will move to fractions, including ordering and calculating by 

finding a common denominator. Maths lessons will be delivered in a variety of ways that 

will allow each learner to select the activity that matches their needs and to progress 

independently through to challenges and problem solving. Daily 

Quick Maths sessions will revisit key mathematical skills and develop 

speed, fluency and accuracy. We will continue to consolidate 

times tables knowledge using our Superhero Challenges. 
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Physical Education 

In the Autumn term, PE lessons will take place on Thursdays with Mr 

Swindell. Please make sure you have a clearly named  indoor and 

outdoor kit in school. Lessons will focus on  developing key skills in a 

variety of team games. 

 
Science 

Our Science lessons will begin with a 

focus on living things, including         

analysing data about growth and    

aging, looking at the functions of      

different parts of the heart and     

comparing reproduction in animals 

and plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will move on to investigating   

properties of materials, using existing 

knowledge to design and conduct  

experiments to test a hypothesis. 

Science lessons will be a mixture of 

theory and practical investigations, 

with lots of discussion opportunities to 

develop understanding. 

Online Learning 

Knowing your times  

tables and the  

associated division facts is a 

core mathematical skill, 

which speeds up both mental and 

written calculations. 

Remember to practise regularly, using 

individual log in to Times Table     

Rockstars to develop your speed and        

fluency with each times table pattern.   

 

At home, use your Spelling Shed      

account to practise spelling rules,    

patterns and your National  

Curriculum focus words.  

This programme will help to  

develop your spelling by finding      

missing letters and  

unscrambling spelling.  

 

Music 

Our unit of work for the Autumn term 

focuses on Jazz music. 

We will be appraising the genre,      

listening to and analysing a range of 

Jazz music, learning to play simple 

pieces on tuned instruments and      

finally composing and performing our 

own Jazz inspired music. 

Art & DT 

In the Autumn term we will be        

focusing on two main artistic styles—

Surrealism and Pop Art, building on 

our knowledge from Year 5.  

 

DT lessons will          

examine frame            

structures and will  

involve                     

experimenting with 

different joins,        

designing prototypes 

and creating frame structures,        

including box kites. 

 



Google Classroom / Homework 

 

We are all now skilled and confident at using Google Classroom and home-

work, spellings and other important information will continue to be uploaded to 

GC every week. In addition, children have homework, spelling and reading 

record books to record work completed at home and these should be brought 

into school weekly. 

Spellings will be given on Mondays and children should practise them through-

out the week ready for a test on Friday. 

Homework will be set on Fridays and must completed by the following  

Thursday—either by uploading on GC or recording in homework books. 

 

• If you need further support with accessing or using GC at 

home please contact: 
                   support@rochford.essex.sch.uk.  

French 

Our French for the Autumn term will begin with a review of regular and 

irregular French verbs. We will move on to vocabulary linked to school 

and the weekend. We use the online program ’Language Angels’ 

which includes games and activities that can be accessed at home.  
 

History  

 

In the Autumn term, we will be    

studying the Ancient Mayan          

civilisation. We will learn about their 

way of life and beliefs and look at 

the evidence and artefacts they left 

behind. Building on knowledge from 

Year 5, we will compare the Maya 

with other periods of history we 

have studied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will also find out more about   

famous explorers from the past and 

will be finding out what motivated 

them and the impact of their        

discoveries. 

Geography 

 

This term will begin with map work,       

including looking at key features and 

learning how to use six figure grid         

references. We will use 

maps to locate local,     

national and international 

features. We will compare 

different keys and symbols 

and discuss their use. 
 

Later in the term, our focus will be on       

biomes and oceans, including currents 

and pollution. 
 



Computing 

Computing lessons will take place on Thursdays and will be delivered 

by Mrs Watkins who will begin with a recap of coding skills and online 

safety. We will use iPads regularly in the classroom to further develop 

ICT skills and to enhance learning. 

PSHCE 

 

Over the Autumn term, we will consider the impact of positive 

thinking and developing a growth mindset. We then move on to 

learning about collaboration and the importance of teamwork. 

In the second half of the term, we will be thinking about building 

positive relationships and discussing ways to overcome      

friendship difficulties.  

RE 

Our RE learning in the Autumn term begins with creation stories 

from different world religions, including Hinduism, Christianity and 

Judaism. We will then compare these with ideas from Humanism 

and a scientific viewpoint. 

Key Dates 

 

• Homework will be set on  

Google Classroom on Fridays 

and checked on Thursdays. 

• Weekly spelling tests will take 

place every Friday. 

• PE will take place on          

Thursdays. 

• Blue Class Assembly— 15th  

October. 

• Non-pupil days for the Autumn 

term— 21st & 22nd October 

and 1st & 2nd November 

• October half term 

- 25th - 29th Octo-

ber.  

• Last day of term—

17th December. 

Mindfulness & Growth Mind-set 

 

Developing a growth mind-set 

has been part of our school ethos 

for several years and we will   

continue to carry out regular   

activities to remind children of 

the importance of a positive    

approach and a ‘can-do’        

attitude. This will be particularly 

important to ensure we tackle 

the challenges of Year 6 with 

confidence and determination. 

 

 

 

 

We will also make time for     

mindfulness activities to promote 

well-being and allow time to     

reflect and be calm. 




