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Meet the Rainbow Class Team
Mrs. Bell
Teacher

Mrs. Legon
Teaching
Assistant

Mrs.
Fettroll
Teacher

Mrs. Boland
Teaching
Assistant

Mrs Bell will be teaching on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Mrs Fettroll will be teaching
Thursday and Friday. We communicate throughout the week ensuring a smooth transition. We
are always happy to help and encourage you to speak to us with any concerns.

Early Years Curriculum
These are the areas in our curriculum. It is a direct continuation to their preschool curriculum.

Please remember that all children are individuals - their rate of emotional, social and
intellectual development differ greatly. Some children take readily to reading and writing on
entering school and others need longer to explore the world about them.

Activities in Rainbow Class
We have an exciting indoor classroom with zones including maths,
writing, creative, role play, construction and reading.
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The Outside Area
We also have a lovely outside area for your child to learn and play in. It is an
extension of our indoor classroom. Look at all the wonderful things to do.

Let’s Have a Look Around School
There are lots of other places in school that we can explore together.
Here are a few that your child will visit and use.
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Phonics: Letters and Sounds
In our daily phonic sessions
we will develop our listening
skills and then move on to
learning single letter sounds.
This will allow us to quickly
begin to blend and segment
simple words. We will then
move on to learn the
diagraphs (two letters that
make one sound).

We will also learn common sight words that
we will see in our reading books.
As we go along we will communicate what
we have learned so that you can support
your child at home.

Talk for Writing
To become a good writer first
your child must be confident
telling stories out loud. In our
talk for writing sessions we will
learn to retell texts using actions
to help us.
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Writing
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways
which match their spoken sounds. They also write some
irregular common words. They write simple sentences which
can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt
correctly, and others are phonetically plausible.

Expected Writing
By the end of the year your child should be
writing short sentences using a capital letter,
full stop and finger spaces between words. They
may spell some words correctly and others will
be spelt phonetically. They should be able to
read their own writing back.

Number
Children count reliably with numbers
from 1 to 20, place them in order and
say which number is one more or one
less than a given number. Using
quantities and objects, they add and
subtract two single-digit numbers and
count on or back to find the answer.
They solve problems, including
doubling, halving and sharing.

Shape
Space and
Measure
Children use everyday
language to talk about
size, weight, capacity,
position, distance, time
and money to compare
quantities and objects
and to solve problems.
They recognise, create
and describe patterns.
They explore
characteristics of
everyday objects and
shapes and use
mathematical language
to describe them.

Behaviour

In school we follow the ‘Good to be Green’ behaviour system. All children will begin
the day on green and we will praise positive behaviour. The warning (blue card) and
consequence cards (yellow and red)are used if a child needs to adjust their
behaviour to be ‘green’.

Growth
Mindset
We encourage every child to have
a positive ‘Growth Mindset’ and
we use our mindful monsters to
teach the children about
perseverance, determination and
positivity.

The School Day

Children are able to come into school from
8.45a.m. The first lesson starts at 9.00 a.m. Please
ensure that your child does not arrive before 8.45
a.m. as there is no supervision in the playground
before this time. Any latecomers must be
accompanied to the school office
School ends for the Reception class at 3.15
p.m. The teacher will always look after your
child if you are a little late to meet him/her.
There is always a member of staff at the
gate at home time to ensure no child leaves
the school unsupervised.

School Dinners

A hot school dinner may be ordered for your child, school dinners are provided free
for all infant children. Please let us know about any allergies or dietary
requirements for both in class snack and cooking experiences as well as lunchtimes.
Please make sure lunchboxes are labelled and allow your child to practise opening
pots and packets so they can eat independently.

Snack Time
Snack
The school operates a
‘healthy snack’ scheme.
Children may bring in fresh
fruit, cheese, dried fruit, etc.
for their mid morning snack
but sweets, crisps, biscuits,
etc. are not allowed. We do
have a selection of seasonal
fruit or vegetables available
daily in class.
Milk
Milk (1/3 pt. cartons) may be
ordered for your child on a
termly basis via the ‘Cool Milk’
website.

Reading
with your
child
We give your child a named book
bag when they join the school to
carry their reading books home.
Children who have previously
had a bag from the Nursery will
receive a new one. If these get
lost or broken, new ones may be
purchased at the school office.
Please share the books sent
home regularly and always write
a comment so we know when to
change the book. Please ensure
that your child brings in their
book bag every day.

Reception Baseline
Assessment

School Uniform

The children at Rochford Primary wear school uniform. All clothing must be labelled so mislaid items can be
easily found. Including shoes. Check that name labels are still attached and that the names haven’t faded as
this often happens with frequent washing. We always try to protect your child’s clothes if they are painting or
gluing but sometimes in a busy days learning through play, they may end up a little messy by the end of the
day. Your child will need shorts, a t-shirt and plimsolls, in a named bag, for P.E. lessons. It would be great if you
could help your child to practise changing from school uniform to pe kit and back before they start school so
that they know how to put it all on. We will send PE kit home for washing during the holidays. If children who
have pierced ears have to keep their earrings in for school, they must either remove their earrings for P.E. or
tape them over. Tape should be brought from home for this purpose. Staff are unable to remove children’s
earrings for them. Should any child be unable to remove their earrings or tape them over, that child will be
unable to take part in P.E. sessions. No other jewellery should be worn to school.
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•

Please ensure any shoes/trainers have Velcro
fastenings.
Label everything even their shoes!
Girls should have a spare pair of socks in their PE
bag, especially if they wear tights.
In case of accidents put a spare pare of
underwear/trousers/skirt in your child’s bag.
Please don’t send your child in with a rucksack.
There is not enough room on the children’s pegs
to accommodate this.
Please ensure your child’s water bottle’s lid is
leak proof and that it contains water only.
If someone else is collecting your child, please
let the office know.
Mid morning snack should be a small healthy
piece of fruit/vegetable/other healthy snack only
as we are a healthy school. We are also a ‘nut
free’ school.
Please DO NOT send your child into school with
any toys/teddies. If they get lost or broken
children can be upset.
Check the school dinner menu to ensure your
child likes what is on offer.
If your child is going to have a hot school lunch,
practise using a knife and fork with them.
If you are concerned about anything please come
and talk to us about it!

Preparing for school
Here are some things to support at home that will help your child when they start school…

•

Use a knife and fork. This is very important if your child is going to stay to school lunch.

•

Try to get your child used to sitting at a table to eat their meals and eating with the family.

•

Listen to a simple instruction and carry it out, e.g. carry a message from one person to another.

•

Be used to being away from home without Mum or Dad for short periods of time.

•

Tell an adult if they is unhappy about something.

•

Use the toilet on their own and without being reminded. Teachers do not help children to clean
themselves, so it is good to talk them through good toilet hygiene at home before they start school.
We always say yes when a reception child asks to go to the toilet. We have 3 toilets in the classroom
but on occasion, if they are busy, they may have to hold on for a few minutes.

•

Recognise their own name written with a capital letter only at the beginning.

•

Write their own name.

•

Dress and undress himself unaided (of course teachers will help with difficult buttons, new shoes etc).

•

Children learn through play and it is important that you spend time with your child-playing, talking and
doing things. Your child will learn better if you play with him/her, talking all the while about what you are
doing and describing what you use. Encourage your child to talk back, listen and try to answer his/her
questions! By doing things together, you are developing your child's mind and fostering the growth of language

Transition shoe box
To help us to get to know your
child we would like them to
bring in a box with some things
inside that help us to learn all
about them. Here are some
ideas…
A drawing they have
done of themselves.
A birthday card with
a number on it!

A photo of their family.

A painting they may
have done at
pre-school.

A piece of writing
they have done on
their own - (mark
making).

Something
special to them
(no valuables)

