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Vision Statement:  

 

“Inspiring lifelong learning” 

We are committed to providing: 

• inspirational teaching; 

• a stimulating environment; 

• a challenging and interesting curriculum, so that children learn a variety of skills and are inspired to 

develop a love of learning; and 

• a happy, safe and caring school where: 

- every child can reach their full potential 

- staff are valued 

- visitors feel welcome.  

 

We are committed to developing an inclusive school at the heart of the Rochford Community where: 

• every child’s happiness and needs are of great importance; 

• where there are high expectations of good behaviour; and 

• where all members of the school community value good manners and co-operation.  

 

We are committed to: 

• communicating and working effectively with parents so that there is a genuine partnership 

supporting children’s learning.  
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Religious Education Policy 
 

 
Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor a 

foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in 

relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’.  

 

Religious Education is taught in our school because it makes: ‘a major contribution to the education of 

children and young people. At its best, it is intellectually challenging and personally enriching. It helps 

young people develop beliefs and values, and promotes the virtues of respect and empathy, which are 

important in our diverse society. It fosters civilised debate and reasoned argument and helps pupils to 

understand the place of religion and belief in the modern world.’ (RE: realising the potential, Ofsted 

2013). https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/religious-education-realising-the-potential 

 

 

The importance of Religious Education 

 

Personal development and well-being  

RE plays an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It helps 

children and young people become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. 

It gives them the knowledge, skills and understanding to discern and value truth and goodness, 

strengthening their capacity for making moral judgements and for evaluating different types of 

commitment to make positive and healthy choices.  

 

Community  

RE provides a key context to develop young people’s understanding and appreciation of diversity, to 

promote shared values and to challenge racism and discrimination. Effective RE will support:  

• the school community – RE provides a positive context within which the diversity of cultures, 

beliefs and values can be celebrated and explored the community within which the school is 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/religious-education-realising-the-potential
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located – RE provides opportunities to investigate patterns of diversity of religion and belief 

and forge links with different groups in the local area  

• the UK community – a major focus of RE is the study of diversity of religion and belief in the 

UK and how this influences national life  

• the global community – RE involves the study of matters of global significance recognising the 

diversity of religion and belief and its impact on world issues.  

 

 

British Values 

RE subject matter gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge 

stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to promoting a 

positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights in the context 

of modern Britain. RE provides opportunities to promote fundamental British values, defined as 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance for those with different 

beliefs.  

(Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools, Departmental advice for maintained 

schools 2014) 

 

 

Syllabus 

 

Local Authority guidance 

It is a legal requirement for every Local Authority to convene a SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for 

Religious Education).  The Essex SACRE once a term and comprises four statutory groups and co-opted 

members.  

• Group A - representing non-Anglican Christian denominations and other religions and 

religious denominations. 

• Group B - representing the Church of England. 

• Group C - representing various teachers' associations. 

• Group D - representing the Local Authority. 

The Local Authority works with SACRE to monitor and review the provision of RE and collective 

worship, considering with SACRE any action that needs to be taken in respect of support offered to 
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schools.  SACRE produces an Agreed Syllabus which is reviewed every five years.  SACRE also produces 

advice, particularly on methods of teaching, the choice of resources and the provision of training for 

teachers. 

At Rochford Primary we deliver RE in line with the Essex Agreed Syllabus. We use the exploRE 

programme as our scheme of work. 

 

 

The aims of our RE, using the exploRE scheme 

 

At RPS we intend that Religious Education will: 

 

Adopt an enquiry-based approach as recommended by Ofsted, beginning with the children’s own life 

experience before moving into learning about and from religion. 

 

• Provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, and 

issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging. It develops pupils’ knowledge and 

understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine 

these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development. 

• Encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what 

they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on 

personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. 

• Enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within 

their communities and as citizens in a diverse society. 

• Teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, 

and helps to challenge prejudice. 

• Prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore 

how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, 

generosity and compassion. 

• Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery. 

• Nurture children’s own spiritual development. 

 

 

The exploRE scheme covers all areas of RE for the primary phase. We have broken these areas of focus 

following the exploRE recommendations for coverage for each year group or key stage. The areas for  
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focus for each year group are arranged by Milestone. (see appendices) 

 

How is RE organised at RPS? 

 

The exploRE scheme brings together learning about and from religions in a comprehensive scheme of 

learning. Teaching strategies are encouraged to be varied and to be mindful of different learning 

styles. Learning is assessed, and children have opportunity to express their own thoughts and beliefs 

and empathise with believers of that religion or belief position. Across the year, children will receive 

the equivalent of at least 60 minutes of RE teaching and learning fortnightly, alongside weekly 

collective worship sessions in class or as a whole school. 

 

Monitoring and evaluation 

The RE leader monitors delivery of the programme through monitoring of curriculum coverage and 

discussion with teaching staff, as well as discussions with children and scrutiny of their practical and 

written work to ensure consistent and coherent curriculum provision. 

 

Evaluation of the programme’s effectiveness is conducted on the basis of: 

• pupil and teacher evaluation of the content and learning processes; and 

• staff meetings to review and share experience. 

 

Withdrawal from RE lessons 

Parents/carers have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the Religious Education. 

Those parents/carers wishing to exercise this right are invited in to see the Head of School and/or RE 

Leader who will explore any concerns and discuss any impact that withdrawal may have on the child. 

The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE are aware of the 

exploRE syllabus and that it is relevant to all pupils, and respects their own personal beliefs. Parents 

will be made aware of the learning objectives and what is covered in the RE curriculum and should be 

given the opportunity to discuss this, if they wish. The school may also wish to review such a request 

each year, in discussion with the parents. 

 

The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents and it should be made clear 

whether it is from the whole of the subject or specific parts of it. No reasons need be given. Where 

parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must be respected, and where RE is 

integrated in the curriculum, the school will need to discuss the arrangements with the parents or 
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carers to explore how the child’s withdrawal can be best accommodated. Once a child has been 

withdrawn they cannot take part in the RE programme until the request for withdrawal has been 

removed. The class teacher will provide the child with appropriate work. 

 

Review 

The Religious Education policy will be reviewed every 3 years in consultation with staff and Governors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed during Autumn 2020 

Approved by Governing Body  

Next review Autumn 2023 
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