Welcome back Purple Class! I hope you’ve had a fantastic Easter
break and are now ready for your last term in year 4.
We’ve got lots to look forward to and this newsletter will give you a
brief overview of what we have planned—you might recognise a few
things from our previous Spring letter as the most recent lockdown
had us miss out a few fun things I had planned! If you have any
questions please contact me via the office. -Miss Chambers

English
This term, we will be taking a trip to Egypt through the story of
Joseph and His Coat of Many Colours. Using this classic
biblical tale as a stimulus (as well as our ancient Egypt history
lessons) we will be writing playscripts and an
Egyptian holiday brochure. In the second half of the term, we will
be carrying on our journey through Egypt, this time being inspired
by the brilliant book: The Story of Tutankhamun. We will learn
about the child King’s story and will develop our writing skills by
writing write newspaper reports, a letter and a book
review. During our active reading sessions, we will be
jumping on The Train to Impossible Places with Suzy
and Fletch the troll! We will use this exciting adventure to learn
new and impressive vocabulary, make predictions using clues
from the text, and solve inference questions.

Maths
This term we will be finishing off our learning about fractions: turning our
focus to finding out how to calculate fractions of a quantity. We will then
move on to decimals: understand place value, decimal & fraction
equivalent and solving problems involving both fractions and decimals. We
will also cover statistics, shape and position & direction. We will of course be
continuing our focus on quick recall of our times tables up to 12 x 12 in
preparation for the Year 4 Multiplication Tables check, which we are
voluntarily taking part in this term. So don’t
forget to regularly log on to TTRockstars
and keep practising!

Online Learning

Science

Don't forget there are
apps and websites you
can use at home to practise and
consolidate your learning. We are
taking on the challenge of trying
to learn our times tables up to 12 x
12 by the end of year 4: use
TTRockstars and MathsShed to
practise and improve your
knowledge and speed.

In Science this term we will begin
by learning about animal and
human teeth; and the water
cycle.
We will spend a little time
catching up on some Science
learning we have missed, including: forces & magnets; light &
shadows; and sound.

Finally, we'll be
finishing the
Summer term by
learning about
living things,
space and
circuits.

SpellingShed is a great website to
practise the spelling rules we learn
in class and our Year 4 words. The
games are designed to improve
your spelling skills so try to log on at

Physical Education
PE lessons will continue to take place on Tuesdays with Mr
Swindell. Please make sure you have an indoor and outdoor
kit. Lessons will focus on reactions & responses, floorwork,
stance and ball chasing.

Music
Our Music this term will be
focussed around the song
‘Blackbird’ by The Beatles. We will
be working on
our skills in the
dimensions of
music, such as
rhythm, pitch
and pulse. We
will be learning
the song with our
voices as well as
instruments.

Art & DT
In DT, we will
become aspiring
engineers and
architects by
designing, making
and evaluating our
very own mini greenhouses.
In art, we will begin by learning
about abstract artists, their
processes, and how they conveyed
emotions. In the last half of the
summer term we will turn our
attention to genre painting, and art
that focussed on people at work.

Geography
In Geography this term we will be
kicking off by learning about
volcanoes: how they are formed and
what the pacific ring of fire is.
Later in the term we will be learning
about time
zones around
the world, as
well as canals
and their uses
for transport.
We will also be catching up with
some of the geography learning we
missed during the
latest lockdown,
including climate
change and
trade.

History
To begin with this term
we will be introduced to
the Iron Age and compare food and farming to what
we already know about the
Stone Age.
Then, we will be learning about
the ancient Egyptians: looking at
what artefacts can tell us about
life during this time.

Finally, we will be learning about
the Romans: first, about their
invasion of Britain and Boudicca’s
revolution; and then
what the ancient
Romans did for
entertainment at the
Colosseum.

French
In French this term we will be learning how to talk about la
famille: describing members of the family. We will also be
able to talk about items around our homes and in the
classroom.
Google Classroom
Thank you for getting on board with our online home-learning through
Google Classroom (GC) this year, it was great to see all your hard work.
We will continue to use GC for setting and handing in homework,
spellings and other home-school communication where appropriate.
The homework expectation for year 4 is to practise spellings, complete
1 item from the homework menu and 1 ‘extra’ task (reading or maths).
You should also be reading regularly and logging this in your reading
records. Please be aware of the new timings for homework for this term:
•
Homework (including spellings) will now be set on GC every Friday,
and should be handed in the following Friday.
•
If you need further support with accessing or using GC at
home please contact:

support@rochford.essex.sch.uk.

PSHCE
The theme for
our PSHCE lessons is
Diversity: celebrating
how we are similar
and how we are
diverse in our
community and in the world, and how
it is important to understand and
respect this as we move through our
lives. We will also have a focus on
friendship and teamwork.

RE
In RE we will be beginning
by learning about the holy
places of Islam, the features of a mosque and
what happens inside. Then,
we’ll move on to Judaism: focussing
particularly on Moses and Passover.

Love Reading
Reading teaches
you new things,
makes you
smarter, helps
you be better at
writing, ignites your imagination.
Most importantly: reading is FUN
when you’ve found the right book!
If you’re having trouble finding the
right book, these websites have
some fantastic book lists to help
find the perfect book for you:
•
booksfortopics.com
•
booktrust.org.uk/books-andreading
•
toppsta.com
•
lovereading4kids.co.uk

Computing
We will be learning how to programme using Scratch on the
iPads, looking specifically at animation, artificial intelligence
and player interaction.

Key Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homework will be set on the Google Classroom on Fridays and
checked on the following Friday
PE will take place on Tuesdays
Bank Holiday: Monday 3rd May 2021
May half term: 31st May - 6th June 2021
Multiplication Check: 7th - 25th June 2021
Last Day of Term: Wednesday 21st July 2021

