Dear parents and carers,
It was wonderful to welcome the children back to school in March after
weeks of lockdown and we were all impressed with their positive attitude and
hard work. We hope you have enjoyed a relaxing Easter Break and are
refreshed and ready for the final term of Year Five. Throughout the Summer term, we will be catching up on any gaps
in learning as well as enjoying lots of exciting lessons and
activities linked to our Curriculum Explorers topics. This letter
provides more information.
English
Linking in with our history lessons, our main text for the Summer term is the
novel ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty. The book is set in Victorian London
and tells the story of Jim Jarvis, an orphan who escapes from the workhouse and struggles to survive on the city streets. He is then forced to work
for the cruel Grimy Nick and the book follows his adventures as he strives
for freedom. The text will inspire a range of writing activities, including
poetry, non-chronological reports and letters. Later in the term we will be
reading ‘The Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo which
follows the lifelong friendship between a young boy growing
up in Africa and a white lion he rescues. We will be writing
recounts and a biography based on the story.
The focus book for our Summer term active reading sessions is
‘The Jamie Drake Equation’ by Christopher Edge. This is an
adventure story about a young boy whose dad is a famous
astronaut. Jamie loves having a hero for a dad, but he really
misses him too. He knows that space is a dangerous place and when his
father's latest mission goes wrong, can Jamie prove that he's a hero too?

Maths
Our maths learning for the Summer term will focus on the following topic areas:
fractions, decimals and percentages; measuring and calculating angles; properties of
shapes; using and converting units of measurement; and translating shapes and points
on a coordinate grid. We use the White Rose Scheme to support our learning to ensure
every pupil has the opportunity to develop a mastery of mathematics. Lessons provide
a range of challenges to encourage creative thinking and to reinforce and apply
knowledge in a variety of contexts. Children develop their
reasoning skills by discussing their ideas and methods using
appropriate mathematical vocabulary. Daily ‘Quick Maths’
sessions revisit key skills and develop mental arithmetic as well
as allowing time to embed knowledge of multiplication tables
using our ever popular Superhero Challenges.

Online Learning
Knowing times
tables and division facts is a
core mathematical skill,
which speeds up both
mental and written calculations.
Remember to practise regularly, using
individual log in to Times Table
Rockstars to develop your speed and
fluency with each times table pattern.
You can also access Math Shed which
has lots of great interactive games to
develop maths knowledge.
At home, use your Spelling Shed
account to practise spelling rules,
patterns and your National
Curriculum focus words.
This programme will help to
develop your spelling by finding

In the Summer term, we will focus on
different forces, Earth and the Solar
System and light and how we see.

After half term, we will be looking at a
range of forces, including gravity and
water resistance, and we will also
begin to study evolution.

Physical Education
In the Summer term, PE lessons will continue to take place on
Thursdays with Mr Swindell. Please make sure you have a clearly
named indoor and outdoor kit in school. Lessons will focus on
developing key skills in a variety of team games.

Music
As we had to make a last minute
change to our music lessons in the
Autumn term, during which we
focused on jazz , in the Summer term
our work will be based on the Bon
Jovi classic ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’.
We will be developing our performing
skills using instruments and some
singing. We will also analyse the song
and compare it with other anthems.

Art & DT
To begin the Summer term, we will
be completing a DT mini sewing
project, giving us the opportunity to
practise using a range of tools,
techniques and materials.
Our art lessons will draw inspiration
from futurism art, realist artists and art
from a range of different cultures.
We will finish the year by looking at
fashion and how
designers are
influenced by famous
artists.

Geography
In the Summer term, we will
be learning about a range of
different biomes, including
deserts, the savannah and freshwater
habitats. We will find out about the
organisms that live in these varied
environments and the way they are
adapted to their surroundings.

We will also be studying the
geography of North
America with a particular
focus on rivers.
Finally we will be building on our map
reading skills by using grid references to
locate capital cities around the world.

History
We will begin the Summer
term by studying the
achievements of the famous
Antarctic explorer Sir Ernest
Shackleton and the way he
inspired those around him.
We will then discover what life was
like for children in Victorian
times, linking our learning
with records and evidence
from our own school which
opened in 1877.
Finally, we will be finding out about
life in Tudor times by learning about
leisure and entertainment and by
examining the way religion
changed during the reign of Henry
VIII.

French
We are now using a new interactive program, Language Angels, to
support the children’s learning in French lessons, which uses games
and songs to develop language skills. In the Summer term, our French
topics will be the weather and clothes.

Google Classroom /Homework
Following many weeks of lockdown in the Spring term, we are all now experts
at using Google Classroom and from the beginning of the Summer term we will
be resuming weekly homework which will be uploaded to GC.
As a reminder, in Year 5, children should complete a maths and English activity
and learn their spellings every week. The new Summer term homework menu
provides ideas for other activities and children should be reading regularly at
home.
•

•
•

Homework, including spellings, will be uploaded to GC every Friday and
this will need to be completed by the following Friday. This will enable
children to use the weekend if they so wish.
Newsletters and details of other events will also be
accessible by GC.
If you need any further support, please contact:
support@rochford.essex.sch.uk.

PSHCE

In the Summer term, we will be thinking about goals and aspirations and the
importance of a positive attitude and growth mind-set approach to
everything we do. We will also be learning about emotions, what
can affect them and how to deal with them.
In the second half of the Summer term, our focus will be keeping
safe.

RE
Our RE learning will examine rites of passage and important
ceremonies that take place in major world religions. This will
include baptism, confirmation, bar and bat mitzvah.

Computing
Computing lessons will take place on Thursdays and will be delivered
by Mrs Watkins who will continue to develop the children’s computing
skills using a range of programs and apps. This term, the children will
continuing to develop their knowledge of coding.

Bike-ability
You will already have received a
letter about the bike-ability
course which will be taking place
in the Summer term.

Key Dates
•

•
•

During the training, children will
learn about bike maintenance
and cycling safety and will
progress to riding on the road
with the specialist instructors. Full
details of exact dates and times
will follow shortly. If you have any
queries about the course, please
contact us.

•
•

Homework, including spellings,
will be set on Google Classroom on Fridays, due in for the
following Friday.
Weekly spelling tests will take
place every Friday.
PE will take place on
Thursdays—please ensure
correct kit is in school every
week.
Summer half term - 31st May 4th June.
Last day of term—
21st July.

