
Considering a 
grammar 
school?



The Range of Secondary Schools

• Comprehensive

• Faith

• Grammar

• Special



The right school for my child
• Different 

children have 
different 
needs

• Some will 
thrive in one 
environment 
more than 
another



What is a grammar school 
curriculum like?

• The grammar school environment provides 
a highly academic curriculum, which also 
has depth and breadth, and a range of 
challenging pursuits.

• Expectation of faster working

• Preparing for traditional GCSE and A Levels

• EBacc core curriculum

• A strong focus on academic achievement 
which opens doors - - - - - - - - - BUT



Is it all about work?
• House System
• Activity Days (team building / trips / learning to learn)
• Over 50 clubs and societies
• Sport
• Dance
• Drama
• Music clubs
• Orchestra
• Showcases
• School Productions
• Charity fund raising
• Duke of Edinburgh scheme
• Exchanges
• World Challenge expeditions
• Opportunities for leadership roles



What about the pressure?

• Very strong pastoral system – Pastoral Coordinators
• Learning Managers – monitor progress and liaise 

with home
• Every child’s progress is regularly assessed
• Support is provided by staff
• Staff Mentors
• Student Counsellor

• Students also support each other:
ABC Buddies
Year 8 Sisters
Peer Mentors

• Learning Support Team



What about friends?

• When children move 
to secondary school 
(even with friends 
from their primary 
school) they quickly 
make new ones.

• 2 Induction Days –
teambuilding/
icebreaking/
find way round school

• September Induction
• Over time we find 

friendship groups 
change and develop.



What if there are financial 
challenges? 

• Pupil Premium Pupils:
Uniform grant
Curriculum trips paid for

• Free school meals – cashless catering

• Hardship fund



How can I tell if my child should 
take the 11+?

• Guidance from teachers

• Parents’ evenings late in Year 4 or early in Year 
5 are a good time to start getting an indication 
of your son or daughter’s suitability.

• Regularly or consistently working at a level 
above expectation for year group

• Enjoys reading

• Enjoys creative writing

• Enjoys maths and maths puzzles

• Resilience



The Headteachers of the CSSE 
schools believe that in addition to 

the above, children should:

• be familiar with reading and responding 
to texts with a reading age greater than 
11

• understand the rudiments of spelling, 
grammar and punctuation



How can I help them prepare 
without a tutor? 

• It’s perfectly possible to take a DIY approach to the 11+ 
and many parents do so successfully, although sometimes 
the parent-child dynamic can make things challenging!

• There are lots of workbooks and other useful materials.
• To keep them motivated, get children to ‘buy into’ the idea 

of going to your target school - it’s much easier to get 
them motivated if they love the idea of a particular school.

• Take them to the open day and hope they’ll want to go 
there so much that they’ll be willing to put a little work in.

• Be careful though not to talk the place up so much that 
going there becomes the be all and end all...just in case 
s/he doesn’t get a place!



Final Preparations

• With the test in early September – soon 
after the summer break - it’s important 
to ensure your daughter/son is back to 
full working mode

Last 2 weeks in August – test date

• At least 2 practice papers for English & 
Maths

• Maths puzzles/codes

• Word puzzles



Preparation at School for the 11+

• Year 4 Taster Lessons

• Normal lessons in school

• 11+ club

• 11+ Familiarisation Sessions at WHSG

• Wider reading

• Puzzle books



Detail about the papers

• Candidates will sit two tests.
• One in English and one in Mathematics.
• The English paper will last sixty minutes 

with ten minutes additional reading time.
• The Mathematics paper will last sixty 

minutes.
• The final scores for the individual papers 

are mathematically standardised and 
‘weighted’, each being worth 50% of the 
marks.

• Tests are analysed for age standardisation.



Practice Papers

• www.csse.org.uk



What’s in the English Test?

• Comprehension – 30 minutes plus 10 
minutes reading time (40 marks)

• Applied Reasoning – 10 minutes (5 
marks)

• Continuous Writing – 20 minutes



Comprehension

From passage – maybe 600 words

• Identify something specific from the 
passage

• Explain why something happened

• Explaining a word’s meaning from the 
passage

• Identify alternative words to those used 
in the passage



Applied Reasoning

• Identifying a pattern

• Solving a letters/word puzzle



Example – Applied Reasoning



Continuous Writing

• 2 passages worth a total of 15 marks
• Creative writing
• Guidance given on what to write about

Looking for:
• Sentences used for effect : minor, simple, compound and 

complex
• Ideas organised into logical and interesting paragraphs
• Developed use of vocabulary with words used 

appropriately
• Correct spelling, punctuation and grammar
• Varied sentence starters, so moving away from "and then"
• Clear focus on the task set 



Example – Continuous Writing



Continuous Writing Mark Scheme
CRITERIA TOP BAND OF MARKS

IDEAS Clear and original writing – may include abstract
forms, philosophical ideas, metaphors

Securely focussed on task (in content and style): ideas 
explored in depth

VOCABULARY
(INCL. SPELLING)

Ambitious vocabulary used appropriately to enhance 
communication

Spelling accurate for all basic vocabulary

GRAMMAR Secure tenses throughout

STRUCTURE Securely structured in response to task with a clear 
sense of direction and originality throughout

Connectives used appropriately

Paragraphs used accurately

Varied and effective sentence structure

PUNCTUATION Punctuation varied and used creatively



What’s in the Maths Test?

• 60 marks in total
• Adding / subtracting / multiplying
• BIDMAS
• Applying a formula or sequential steps to a number
• Identifying and applying patterns
• Unit conversions
• % change
• Averages
• Using data eg from a graph or a pi-chart
• Fractions
• Logic puzzles (10 marks)



Example – Interpreting data



Example – Logical Thinking 



Example – Applied Maths



Example – Number Puzzle / Code



Example – Using Data



Example - Logic



Test Skills

• Don’t have to answer questions in order

• Pace yourself

• Move on if stuck and come back later

• Do easiest questions first

• Spend no more than 15 minutes on the 
continuous writing



How to Apply

• To apply for a place at a CSSE School for 
your child you must register your child 
to sit the 11+ tests by completing the 
CSSE's Supplementary Information Form 



CSSE 
Website

www.csse.org.uk



CSSE 
Guide



Key Dates

• Apply for 11+: 5th June– 20th July 2018

• Tests: Saturday 22nd September 2018

• Results:  around 15th October 2018

• LA application: by 31 October 2018



Where does my child take the 
tests?

• Your child will usually take the tests in the selective school 
you have nominated for the test. In the event of a test 
centre reaching its maximum capacity for testing an 
alternative CSSE school test centre will be allocated by the 
CSSE office. We suggest you register as early as possible.

• Important: Once your nominated test centre has been 
confirmed we will be unable to alter it.

• Your child will take the tests either in a large hall or 
classroom.

• There will be adults in charge of each room overseeing  the 
conduct of the tests who will answer any questions the 
candidates have before the tests start.

• It is important to arrive in time for your child to be shown 
where the toilets are and for him/her to settle into the test 
room well before the tests begin.



What’s the score?

• 303 – not very helpful

• 55-60% for Priority places



What happens if my Child does not meet the 
Admissions Criteria for my First Preference School?

• If your child does not meet the 
Admissions Criteria of your first 
preference school then your second 
preference moves up the list and is 
treated as your new "first preference" 
by the Local Authority. The Local 
Authority will apply this school's 
Admission Criteria and decide whether 
or not your child meets them and 
should be offered a place.



Open Evenings

• SHSB 28th June

• SHSG 5th July

• WHSB 26th June

• WHSG 10th July


