
Considering a 
grammar 
school?



The Range of Secondary 
Schools

• Comprehensive

• Faith

• Grammar

• Special



The right school for my child

• Different 
children have 
different 
needs

• Some will 
thrive in one 
environment 
more than 
another



Choosing a School
• Choosing the right school can seem like a daunting 

decision. There are a lot of things to consider when making 
the decision for you and your child.

• Make sure you think about the things that are important 
for your child. This can include the type of learning your 
child is suited to, the facilities and reputation of the schools 
and their locations. Try making a list of the things that are a 
priority for your child and yourself and then apply these 
criteria to all of the schools that you are considering.

• It is important to visit the schools that you are considering 
as this is the only way to get a true feel for the culture and 
ethics. You know your child best, and they know if they feel 
comfortable in the environment of the school.

• Once you have a feel for the schools having visited them, 
have a conversation with your child applying all the criteria 
you set to each one. Come to a decision based on weighing 
up all the factors. Ultimately, you want your child to be 
happy at the school, but also you want to ensure you pick 
the school that will encourage them to perform at their 
best.



What is a grammar school 
curriculum like?

• The grammar school environment 
provides a highly academic curriculum, 
which also has depth and breadth, and 
a range of challenging pursuits.

• Expectation of faster working

• Preparing for traditional GCSE and A 
Levels

• EBacc core curriculum

• A strong focus on academic 
achievement which opens doors - - - - -
- - - - PLUS



Developing the Whole Child
• House System
• Activity Days (team building / trips / learning 

to learn)
• Over 50 clubs and societies
• Sport
• Dance
• Drama
• Music clubs
• Orchestra
• Exchanges
• Showcases
• School Productions
• Charity fund raising
• Duke of Edinburgh scheme
• World Challenge expeditions
• Opportunities for leadership roles



What about the pressure?
• Very strong pastoral system – Pastoral Coordinators

• Learning Managers – monitor progress and liaise 
with home

• Every child’s progress is regularly assessed

• Support is provided by staff

• Staff Mentors

• Student Counsellor

• Students also support each other:
ABC Buddies
Year 8 Sisters
Peer Mentors

• Learning Support Team



What about friends?
• When children move to secondary school (even with 

friends from their primary school) they quickly make new 
ones.

• At WHSG we have 2 Induction Days – teambuilding/
icebreaking / find way round school

• September Induction

• Over time we find friendship groups change and develop.



What if there are financial 
challenges? 

• Pupil Premium Pupils:
Uniform grant
Curriculum trips paid for

• Free school meals – cashless 
catering

• Hardship fund



How can I tell if my child 
should take the 11+?

• Guidance from teachers
• Parents’ evenings late in Year 4 or 

early in Year 5 are a good time to 
start getting an indication of your 
daughter or son’s suitability.

• Regularly or consistently working at a 
level above expectation for year 
group

• Enjoys reading
• Enjoys creative writing
• Enjoys maths and maths puzzles
• Resilience



The Headteachers of the CSSE 
schools believe that in addition 
to the above, children should:

• be familiar with reading and 
responding to texts with a 
reading age greater than 11

• understand the rudiments of 
spelling, grammar and 
punctuation



Identify Weaknesses

• A crucial step in preparing your child for the eleven 
plus is spending some time working out what their 
strengths and weaknesses are. This way you can help 
them to achieve the best results possible in the 
exams. It is important to do this at an early stage so 
that your child can spend more time working on 
improving the topics that they find more difficult and 
less time on those that they are able to grasp quickly.

• There are a few ways you can go about identifying 
your child’s strengths and weaknesses, but one of 
the best ways is to go through some practice 
material with them. You can compare tests and see 
the topics that keep coming up. It is also useful at 
this point to simply ask your child which parts they 
particularly struggled with and if there is anything 
they are having difficulty with at school.



How can I help them prepare 
without a tutor? 

• It’s perfectly possible to take a DIY approach to the 
11+ and many parents do so successfully, although 
sometimes the parent-child dynamic can make 
things challenging!

• There are lots of workbooks and other useful 
materials.

• To keep them motivated, get children to ‘buy into’ 
the idea of going to your target school - it’s much 
easier to get them motivated if they love the idea 
of a particular school.

• Take them to the open day and hope they’ll want 
to go there so much that they’ll be willing to put a 
little work in.

• Be careful though not to talk the place up so much 
that going there becomes the be all and end all... 
in case s/he doesn’t get a place!



Preparation at School for the 
11+

• Year 4 Taster Lessons

• Normal lessons in school

• 11+ club

• 11+ Familiarisation Sessions at 
WHSG

• Wider reading

• Puzzle books



I want her/him to do it on 
her/his own

• We strongly recommend that 
children are familiarised with 
the format of the papers and 
the timings and types of 
questions they may 
encounter will help them to 
feel more comfortable and 
reduce some of the stress



www.NoFuss11Plus.uk

http://www.nofuss11plus.uk/


www.NoFuss11Plus.uk
Questions added week by week

• Maths from 15 May

• English from 15 June

http://www.nofuss11plus.uk/


Final Preparations

• With the test in early September 
– soon after the summer break -
it’s important to ensure your 
daughter/son is back to full 
working mode

Last 2 weeks in August – test date

• At least 2 practice papers for 
English & Maths

• Maths puzzles/codes

• Word puzzles



Detail about the papers

• Candidates will sit two tests.

• One in English and one in Mathematics.

• The English paper will last sixty minutes 
with ten minutes additional reading 
time.

• The Mathematics paper will last sixty 
minutes.

• The final scores for the individual 
papers are mathematically standardised
and ‘weighted’, each being worth 50% 
of the marks.

• Results then undergo age adjustment.



Practice Papers

• www.csse.org.uk



What’s in the English Test?

• Comprehension – 30 minutes 
plus 10 minutes reading time (40 
marks)

• Applied Reasoning – 10 minutes 
(5 marks)

• Continuous Writing – 20 minutes



Comprehension

The lines of text should be numbered 
so it’s easier to refer back to parts of 
the text.

From passage – maybe 600 words

• Identify something specific from 
the passage

• Explain why something happened

• Explaining a word’s meaning from 
the passage

• Identify alternative words to those 
used in the passage



Applied Reasoning

• A short series of word puzzles will be 
provided to test candidates’ vocabulary 
and knowledge of homophones, 
homonyms, spelling and word classes, 
etc.

• They might involve identifying a pattern

• They might require pupils to solve a 
letters/word puzzle



Example – Applied Reasoning



Continuous Writing
• 2 passages worth a total of 15 marks
• Writing for a Purpose
• Creative writing
• Guidance is given on what to write about

Looking for:
• Sentences used for effect : minor, simple, compound and 

complex
• Ideas organised into logical and interesting paragraphs
• Developed use of vocabulary with words used 

appropriately
• Candidates who judge when to include adjectives, 

speech, description, metaphors, similes, etc. for effect. 
The highest marks go to candidates who use such 
techniques with sensitivity to the task rather than 
overloading their texts with overly-elaborate language

• Correct spelling, punctuation and grammar
• Varied sentence starters, so moving away from "and 

then"
• A relevant response to the task set 



Writing for a Purpose

The following are considered as writing 
for purpose and are given as examples 
of what could be asked for, although 
this is not an exhaustive list:
• Persuade your reader to understand 

your opinion on a given theme
• Explain why you like or dislike 

something
• Provide reasons for and against a 

given idea
• Provide a factual report on a familiar 

topic
• Give someone advice or instruction



Creative Writing

Candidates may be asked to 
write about something which 
will enable them to 
demonstrate their descriptive 
skills. For example, they could 
be asked to write about:

• A character

• A place

• An event



Examples

Write five or six sentences describing an animal. For 
example a cat, a dog, a guinea pig, a horse. Make your 
writing as vivid as possible.

In five or six sentences write down clear instructions how 
to make a piece of toast with jam. Make your writing as 
precise as possible.

Aim to write six or seven sentences, explain what is your 
favourite part of a school day.

Aim to write six or seven sentences, describe what super-
power you would best like to have and why.



What’s in the Maths Test?
You will not be able to use a calculator in the 
test.
• 60 marks in total
• Adding / subtracting / multiplying
• BIDMAS
• Applying a formula or sequential steps to a 

number
• Identifying and applying patterns
• Unit conversions
• % change
• Simple angles
• Areas
• Averages
• Simple indices, eg X2

• Using data eg from a graph or a pi-chart
• Fractions
• Logic puzzles (10 marks)



Example – Interpreting data



Example – Logical Thinking 



Example – Applied Maths



Example – Number Puzzle / 
Code



Example – Using Data



Example - Logic



Test Skills

• Don’t have to answer questions in 
order

• Pace yourself
• Move on if stuck and come back 

later
• Do easiest questions first
• Spend no more than 15 minutes 

on the continuous writing
• In the maths test show your 

workings
• Don’t expect to be able to answer 

every question



How to Apply

• To apply for a place at a CSSE School 
for your child you must register your 
child to sit the 11+ tests by completing 
the CSSE's Supplementary Information 
Form 

• Registration link opens 14th May 2019



CSSE Website
www.csse.org.uk



CSSE 
Guide



Key Dates

• Apply for 11+: 14th May – 1st July 2019

• Tests: Saturday 21st September 2019

• Results:  posted 14th October 2019 or 

online lookup 15th October

• 16-25 October; follow up meetings in 

Southend grammar schools

• LA application: by 31 October 2019

• National Offer Day   2nd March 2020



Where does my child take the 
tests?

• Your child will usually take the tests in the selective 
school you have nominated for the test. In the event of 
a test centre reaching its maximum capacity for testing 
an alternative CSSE school test centre will be allocated 
by the CSSE office. We suggest you register as early as 
possible.

• Important: Once your nominated test centre has been 
confirmed we will be unable to alter it.

• Your child will take the tests either in a large hall or 
classroom.

• There will be adults in charge of each room overseeing  
the conduct of the tests who will answer any questions 
the candidates have before the tests start.

• It is important to arrive in time for your child to be 
shown where the toilets are and for him/her to settle 
into the test room well before the tests begin.



What’s the score?

• 303 – not very helpful

• Usually equates to 55-60% for 
Priority places

• Pupils are not expected to get 
everything right

• Nor to have met every idea being 
tested



What happens if my Child does not meet the 
Admissions Criteria for my First Preference School?

• If your child does not meet the 
Admissions Criteria of your first 
preference school then your 
second preference moves up the 
list and is treated as your new 
"first preference" by the Local 
Authority. The Local Authority will 
apply this school's Admission 
Criteria and decide whether or 
not your child meets them and 
should be offered a place.



Open Evenings

• Shoeburyness 13th June
• Eastwood 24th June
• Chase High 25th June
• WHSB 25th June
• SHSB 27th June
• St Bernard’s 3rd July
• SHSG 4th July
• WHSG 9th July
• St Thomas More 11thJuly
• King John 14th September
• King Edmund 25th September


